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Paopucs' your cauſe, fab the ke, f bring forth your: 
Aron reaſons, ſaith the King of Nac. 
O preſerve the knowledge of true religion, when 
me world was generally overſpreud wiel ignorance and 
dolatry, God ſelected a particular people, the deſcen- 
lants of Abraham, to whom he made known bimſelf 
in a peculiar manner, and committed a tine reve· 
ation of his will. This revelation came to them ſup= 
ported by miracles and eonfirthed' by the fulfilmenitiof 
prophecies. But in the time of the propher/Ifeiah tlas 
were many, as in former times there had heen ſoiney” 
ho, rejecting the true God, and the revebarion whit 
ke had given them, adopted the idolatroùs worſhip ef 
the heathens aronnd'them. To theſe ĩnſidels he addreſ- 
es himfelf in the text: And his add reſs ig delivered in 
the moſt folemn manner —in the name of /Junaviany the: 
King of Jacob. He calls upon them, firſt, to Rats 
their eauſe ; and, then, to ſupport it b ennvinciug ar- 
zu ments. ** youg Wop forth. your 
D v4 bog eee ene 


Tax "i ok bes A Wa of idolatry. f 
5 They 


They, dia not. ory alt Jags c 4 religion. | That ther 
wuſt be fuck, f thing., and that i it was A matter of real 
importance, they freely. acknowledged. But whether 
the religion taught by the Jewiſh revelation, or the 
idolatry practiſed among the heathens, deſerved the 
Preference, was the great queſtion. The cauſe of mo- 


dern infidels, at leaſt of many of them, is abſolute irce- 


ligion. The queſtion i is not between Chriſtianity and 
another religion aſſuming to be divine —but bu 4 
Chriſtianity EIT: a, al; 5 


"x either caute, i it is incumbent on the - umbeliever; 


| diſcarding and oppoſing the ſcripture revelation, to ex-. 


hibit ſome competent reaſons. ol che. 
=Q1t mol} ot eee notingyur HT SM it 10 


Tux Chriſtian, ho receives the goſpel. as . 


ought to have ſome, good, reaſons for his faith; for 
wiſe man will not give himſelf up to the guidance, nor 


place bis hope on the promiſes of a religion, f for which 
he can ſee no foundation,', But if the. Chriſtian ſhould 


have a-reaſon: for bis faith; the infidel ſhould have, at 

leaſt, as ſtrong aireafon for his unbelief. If it is weak- 
neſs to depend on the promiſes of a religion which ms 
be falſe; it is madneſs to challenge the threatnings of 8 


religion which may be true. If in the former esſe, 4 


man ſhould be able to bring: forth his reaſons zifure)7 


in the latter caſe he ſhould be able to brihg:farth fire: 
reaſons, and ſhould e them, that he may be jor 


22 A z0 


tified, | /o 


1 7 J 

As. his is a day when infidelity appears with unuſual 
doldneſs, aud advances ; with, threatenipg progreſs, to 
the; hazard of; our national freedom and happineſs, as 
well as to the danger of our future; falvation, I ſhall 
conſider this.challepge of the prophet in accommodation 
to thoſe who rejett the goſpel of Chriſt, and who la- 
bour to diſſeminate the cotruptions of nel 


ISK SHEW, „ 
J. Tnar chey hd « oppoſe the goſpel, uabt. to bring 
forth ſtrong reaſons: to juſtify their conduct. 


I. Wuar reaſons they n nme. 3 
they can be juſtied. 


III. Waar kind of rater iy in fact de produc. qp3 


how joſufficient/theſe-reaſons/ are to walken 180 | 
.canſe;..--.. be 


n 0048 


I. I'snarr how, that — who oppoſe the rler * 


velation ought to have dome ſtrong reaſons to juſtify 
their conduct. 19 $01 2 7337 


Ir i is agreed, that 2 chriſtian ought to | believe ind aft 
rationallj —that whoever receives. the goſpel. as, f a reve- 
lation from God ſhould, have. ſome good reaſon to be- 
lieve, that it really is ſuch.: For 3 in a watter of this 
high importance, to believe "Implicitly—to act blindly 
—to follow tradition, or cuſtom without examining 
whither it leatls, is weak and childiſh. But to reject 
and oppoſe ' revelation blindly and without evidence of 
its nnn. 
rous. Has 


1 8 J 
Hess aok, dich. pvofeſſos to be divine 
which calls elf a revelation from (God; and hi 


demands our attention and regard. If it sally is, 


What it calls itfelf, chen it muſt be finitely important: 
: For the things which it contains, relate to our happineſs, 
not only in the preſent lie hut through eternity. And 

if a man ſhould have-gogd evidence of its truth, before 

he ventures to. ſęceiye it; ſurely he ſhould have ſtrong 
evidence of 1 its  falſchood, before che preſumes to re} ln 


1. Tur chriftizadyfitibhictoagenites: in the world, 

nd is regardefl; by great numbers of mankind, and by 
Nr of wiſe, honeſt and virtuous men, as of di- 
vine authority. It therefore ought not to be careleſsly 
thrown aßde, or famly oppoſed; but, at leaſt, to be 
treated with candour and decency, and examined with 


be as and ee, 


Irs ere reception in our own on b is not, of 
itſelf, a :ufficient reaſon why we ſhould Believe it to be 
true; but, i it is a ſufficient reaſon, why we ſhould ex- 
2 whether it is not true, To, believe a. religion 
merely becauſe others believe i it, is indeed 4 reakneſs,; 
but to xeject, wirbaut enquiry, 2 religion which is ge- 
nerally revered, diſcovers : an intolerable pride and van- 
*ty of heart, and an incxcuſable contempt of mankind. 


2. Tur Aigen ob che polpel is unileniablyuſefab& 
-beneficial in che ꝓreſent life. It tends to make ime? 


” * 


tem of 
contril 
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relatis 
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indivi 
volen 
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work 
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better and happigr, to improve humap nature, and 
to meliorate the condition « of, the world, And a man 
muſt have ſome ome ſtrong 1 reaſons to 2 him i in oppoſ- 


ing ſuch a religion. . | 


Tun goſpel contains a pere, Fame kh 1. 
tem of morals. It requires all thoſe virtues which. 
contribute to the happineſs, and condewns all thoſe vi- 
ces which tend to the miſery of man, in his perſonal, 
relative and ſocial capacity. - It injoins induſtry, fru- 
gality, tempetance, ſobriety and ſelf-government on the 
individual; and juſtice, peace, truth, fidelity and bene - 
volence on the citizen and the neighbor. It is mani- 
feſt, that if the religion of the goſpel governed the 
world, there would be as much happineſs among men, 
as is conſiſtent with a mortal condition; and, on the 
contrary, if practical oppoſition to this religion ſhould 
uniyerſally prevail, all peace, ſecurity, confidence and 
happineſs, would be baniſhed from the eartn. 


Tux great uſe and deſign of civil government is to 
enforce on men the ſame manners, whicttthe-goſpel,-in 
fa, recommends. This is, therefore, a migbty aid to 
government ; and, if it only had its, proper influence, 
and produced its deſigned effect, government would be- 
come very ſimple and eaſy—It would have nothing 
more to do, than juſt to regulate the prodentjals of ſo- 
ciety—It would ſuperſede the neceſſity of puniſhments 
—l, would mightily. contract the bußnels of legiſlators 

WF; --5 l and 


[ 20 3 
and diminiſh the 1 jabour of judges. And even the pre- 
ſent influence of the goſpel, where it is acknowledged 
and maintained, greatly facilitates and Arengtliens civil 
government, and befriends and meliorates the condition 
of human ſociety. Let it-once- be 'exploded-;, and the 
ſtate of mankind will ſoon be changed much for the 


he bene 
f there 
y, yet a 
jt and 1 
it bring 


on 
worſe, If there is no inherent principle to govern * 
them, they muſt be held under reſtraint, and kept in 0s i 


order by the power ot | external puniſhment,. There | 
will conſequently be no ſuch thing, as civil liberty; for Tuts 
what liberty remains to thoſe who are, ruled like brutes, Wclofive 
or driven like flaves, by pain and terror? In propor- Wirgume 
tion as virtuous principle is weakened,.coertion muſt be prove, 
inereaſed; and as the former is ſtrengthened, the Jatter 
may be diminiſhed. 


Tux 
counta] 
tion 
that th 
contra 


Lr a nation affume the pureſt republicaniſm, and 
work into their conſtitution the moſt refined principles 
of liberty; and then explode the doctrines which reli- 
gion teaches and the virtues which it inculcates; and 


. . Ir 
their fine-wWrought threads will be wiped away like a 11 
4 : than tl 

cobweb, and chains will ſupply the place. 1 

| alſe, 
SURELY then the infidel, who rejects and 'oppoſes the not de 
goſpel, muſt have ſome mighty reaſons to juſtify his of the 
condut—reaſons ſtrong enough to overbalance the butior 
peace, ſafety, liberty and happineſs of men in the pre- ¶courſe 
ſent ſtate. But what can theſe reaſons be? What miſ- 1 


chief can the goſpel do, to be put in balance againſt 2 


pre- 


dged 
civil 


[it F 


he benefits, which men actually experience from it! 5 


f there were any doubt concerning its divine authori- 


7, yet a friend to human happineſs would wiſh its cre- 
lit and influence, in regard of the real Ag which 
it brings to the world. | a 


3. Tur man who believes and obeys the goſpel, acts 
on the, ſafe fide ; allt the. riſk. is on his part who re- 
ects it. | 


Tuts obſervation is brouglit forward, not as a con- 
lafive evidence, that the goſpel is true; but as a ftrong 
rgument; why none ſhould oppoſe earl until hey can 
prove, it is not true. 


Tun goſpel inſtructs us, that we are e moral and ace 
countable beings - that there is a future ſtate of retribu- 
ion that eternal felicity or wretchedneſs awaits men 
hat the way there marked Teads to happineſs, and. the 
contrary courſe terminates in miſery.. 


Ir all this is true, nothing can be more important 
than the goſpel. The infidel ſuppoſes, all this to be 
lalſe. The importance of religion, if were true, he can- 
not deny. But his ſecurity is, that the whole ſyſtem 
of the goſpel is fictitious that there is no future retri- 
bution—and-conſequently nothing to be feared from a 
courſe. of vice. 

Now if the authority of the gospel were ever fo doubt- 

| full, 


[1 1 
ful, yet the chriſtian has this great advantage, that he 
has taken the ſafe fide, If the goſpel ſhould prove falſe, 
he, ultimately ſuffers nothing by his faith: If it ſhould 
prove true, the infidel is undone by his unbelief,, A 
any rate, the chriſtian is as ſafe, as the, infidel z for 
there is no future ſtate, there can be no diſtinction. On 
the contrary ſuppoſition, the ſincere chriſtian only is 
ſafe : the infidel is miſerable. Nothing, therefore, can 
juſtify a man in rejecting and oppoſing the goſpel, but 
ahlolute demonſtration of its falſehood, And where is 
the man ho can bring againſt.it ſuch a ſtrong reaſon 2 
this? The chriſtian is. juſtified, if he believes and act 
only on probability.. The infidel cannot; be juſtified ic 
acting on any evidence inferior to clear and deciſive cer 
tainty. If the former is weak in His faith,” the latte 
is mad in his unbelief. If the chriſtian ought to have 
a reaſon why he believes the goſpel; the / unbelieve 
ſhould have a ſtronger reaſon, why he rejects it; for the 
former riſks nothing; the latter hazards every thang. 


4. STRONG reaſons may he, and have been produced 
to prove that the goſpel is divine: The infidel, before 
he can juſtify himſelf in oppoſing it, muſt produce 
ſtronger reaſons to diſprove its divinity. . 


Tux goodne/s of the chillen ſcheme ali 
It teaches us the charac 
ter and government of God ; repreſents him as mercifu 

ns : 


able argument in its favour. 


u. | 
to forgive haners; points out a wondetful way in which 
he exerciſes his mercy towards them ; ſtates the terms 
fi A of our acceptance, and opens to our view glorious proſ- 
for i pects beyond this ſhort life. It inſtructs us in the du- 
| ties which we owe to God, to ourſelves, and to one an- 
other. It furniſhes us with the beſt conſolations in ad- 
verſity and with the moſt animating aſſiſtances to every 
1 vue] 5224 work. Ina word, it gives us all things which 
pertain to life and godlineſs thro? the knowledge of 2 
Saviour, who has called us to glory and virtue. Its 
uniform defign and tendency is to promote human hap- 
pineſs—to make men uſeful to one another, and com- 
fortable to themſelves in this world, and to prepare 
them for, and thus aſſure them of ſuperior felicity in 2 
future world. An inftitntion ſo friendly and benevo- 
lent—ſo perfectly adapted to the nature and condition 
of man—ſo conducive to his peace and comfort, hope 
and happineſs, muſt have originated from a wiſe and 
benevolent Being. 


Taz unity of its defign, the harmony of its parts. 
the purity of its precepts, and the tendency of its doc- 
trines, all conſpire to eſtabliſh its credibility. 


Tux mixacles wrought in favour of the goſpel prove 
its divinity... For. it is certain that a Being of truth and 
goodneſs. would not miraculouſly interpoſe to ſupport 
the cauſe of error, fraud and deluſion. ; 
Tnar there was ſuch a perſon as Jeſus of Nazareth» 

— vehO 


1 
who called himſelf the Son of God, and a teacher ſent 


every age there are hiſtorians and others, who vouch 
| ane 1 


the er. 

from him—that this perſon lived in a very holy man- which 
0 ner, took much pains in inſtructing mankind, and per. that t 
formed many great and aſtoniſhing works, ſuch as were of fra 
far beyond the power of man that he voluntarily ſub. hiſtor 
mitted to a very cruel kind of death, and in a ſhort {hey 
time, according to his own prediction, roſe again from ** * R 
the dead and appeared to many who had before known conn 
him, and who now perfectly recognized him—that this in th 
perſon had a number of diſciples and attendants, who ent ! 
were educated under his care, and whom he afterwards whic 
ſent forth to inſtru&t mankind in his doctrines, and to] us. 
work miracles in his name—that by their | preaching be. 
Eid miracles the religion of their maſter made a rapid crly 
progreſs, and obtained an extenſive ſpread and credit in diſc 
the world—that theſe things were real facts, we have Hh 
all the evidence, which reaſon can demand. A number An 
of men—no leſs than Eight—who were contemporary ON) 
with Jeſus, and ſome of them his diſciples, have written a 
narratives of his life, doctrines, works, death and reſur- by 
rection; or have written publick letters, in which thi 
theſe things are acknowledged and illuſtrated. Their ba 
writings were matters of immediate and general noto- an 
ricty, were received as genuine and authentic in the to 
time when they appeared, and as ſuch have been hand- T 
ed along, from age to age, down to the preſent day. In} ti 
o 


L 25 J 


er ſent the credit and reception of theſe writings, in the age in 


man- which they reſpectively lived. There is no intimation, 
id per. that the authors of theſe writings were ever convicted 
of fraud; nor is there any contemporary or ſucceeding 


S were 
y ſub. 
ſhort 


1 from 


hiſtorian, who pretends to diſprove the. faQs, which 
they have aſſerted, or to ſhow that the chriſtian ſcheme 
is a fiction invented to impoſe on mankind, On the 


nown 
at this io the goſpel writings, are acknowledged by other anci- 


contrary; the leading and moſt important facts related 


whoW ent hiſtorians. We have, therefore, all the evidence, 
ward: WY which hiftory, in ſuch a caſe, could be ſuppoſed to give 
id to] vs, that there was ſuch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt—that 
ching he taught the doctrines and performed the works al- 
rapid i eribed to him in the New Teſtament—and that he had 


zit in diſciples, who, after him, preached his religion and 
have wrought miracles in his name, with mighty ſucceſs. 
nber And if ſuch miracles were really performed, the religi- 
rary on deſigned to be eftabliſhed by them is divine. 


We ADD to this; There are many prophecies, delivered 


by Jeſus and his apoſtles, pointing to events, great in 
their nature, and ſome af them, in human view, impro- 
bable, which were to take place in times then future, 
and even far remote. Theſe prophecies have, from age 
io age, deen verified by moſt remarkable completions. 
The deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans the cap- 
tivity and diſperſion of the Jews, and there preſexvati- 
on as a diſtinct people in their ſcattered and diſorga niz- 


ſur- 
hich 
heir 
to- 
the 
nd- 


(6 ] 
ed condition the apoſtacy of a great part of the chriſti« 
an church the introduction of idolatry into it—its ſe. 
vere and terrible perſeenutions—the ſupport of pure 
chriſtianity in times of the greateſt ignorance and cor. 
Tuption—the riſe of an impious and tyranical power in 
the church—the cruelty, growth and long continuance 
of this power—the miſeries which it ſhould produce— 
its decline and final extinction and the ſubſequent re- 
vival and ſpread of the pure religion of Jeſus, are events. 
plainly forctold ; moſt of them have actually been ac- 


compliſhed ; and others appear to be haſtening toward 


2 completion, Such a remarkable correſpondence be- 
tween the predictions of the goſpel and the hiſtory of the 
church, is a ſtrong reaſon why we ſhould acknowledge 
tie former to be given by the inſpiration, and the latter 
to be conducted by the providenge of God. 

No falſe religion has ever produced this evidence. 
Hence the prophet thus challenges the worſhippers. of 
heathen gods ;, * Produce yeur cauſe—bring forth your 
ſtrong reaſons., Let them bring forth and ſhew us 
what ſhall happen. Let them ſhew the former things 


what they be, that we may confider them, and know the 
latter end of them; or declare us things to come 


hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: Yea, do 


good, or do evil, that we may be diſmayed and behold it 
together. Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work 
of nought ; an abomination is he that choofeth you.” T 


Ir the religion taught in the ſcriptures has been 18» 
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zived by great multitudes of mankind—by many of 
the wiſeſt and beſt. of men, who have carefully examin- 

ed it—if it is a religion highly uſeful to ſocieties and to 
ndividuals—if it is attended with no danger, but all 

the danger lies on the other ſide - and if it is ſupported 
nce Why evidences as ſtrong and convincing as the nature of | 
— Ihe caſe will admit; then the infidel who ventures to 

re- W:cjet and oppoſe it, muſt produce ſome ſtrong reaſons, 

nts. before he can be juſtified, | 


5 II. Wuar reaſons theſe muſt, be, we ſhall now ſnew. 
ar : wy . 
ls there are different degrees of infidelity, we ſhall view- 
be- . . . * ö : 
7 this caſe in different lights, 

e . | a 
ge I. Ty the inſidel denies all religion, it concerns him 


as to demonſtrate, that there is no divine government or 
agency in the univerſe—that men are not moral and ac- 
countable creatures—and that there is no future ſtate of 
of tetribution. If theſe are his ſentiments, then let him 
zive a rational account of the exiſtence of the world: 


ar 
5 and all the creatures which he beholds, and of the beau- 

's ty, order and harmony which nature preſents to bis eyes». | 
4 


; f he ſays, This is not the work of a ſelf-exiſtent and in- 
ielligent Creator; but the mere effect of chance; let him 
e w, that chance uſually works in this regulac and con- 
illent manner. It is abſurd to ſay, that chanee works. 
rationally in the production and government. of the 
vorld, if it isirregular in every thing elſe. Let him then 
ſupport his theory by obvious examples. Let him ſhew, 
laat the caſual ſtrokes of a pencil will produce a ſiniſbed 


19 1 
landſcape — that a caſe of types thrown down fortuitouſly 
Will all ſtand erect, and arrange themſelves into a ſyſtem 
of philoſophy— that ink ſprinkled at random on paper 
will bring forth an epic poem. Let him ſhe w that ſimi- 


lar effects will follow a thouſand times ſucceſſively with- 
out failing ia a ſingle inſtance, Or, 


2. Ir he acknowledges that men are moral and ac. 
countable creatures, but deſpiſes the peculiar docttines 
of the goſpel relating to the redemption of mankind, 
then it is incumbent on him to prove that we are in a 
ſtate of moral perfection that we have not offended 
 God—that there is no corruption in our nature of wick- 
edneſs in our practice - that conſequently we ſtand. ia 
no need of that renovation and pardon, which the goſpel 
propoſes; and that the atonement of a Saviour, and the 
influence of divine grace are vain and ſuperfluous. For 
if weare moral beings and have fallen into depravity and 
guilt, then we are dependent on the grace of God for 
a title to, and preparation for the happineſs of a 
whether 
on any terms; and, if on any, on what terms God will 
exerciſe his grace towards us. If it is once admitted, 
that we are moral and ſinful creatures, the inſtructions, 
diſcoveries and promiſes of the goſpel are credible and 
important. u WIe 


future life; and we need information, 


Ir the rectitude, virtue and innocence of the kuman 8 


race are aſſerted, in oppoſition to the golpel, then let it 
be ſhewn, whence ariſe wars and fightings among na- 
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tions; and robberies, murders, thefts, rapes and vio- 


lences among citizens ; or let it be fairly proved that 
theſe are not evils, and that they tend not to the miſe- 


77, but rather to the happineſs of mankind. Or, 


3. Ir he rejects the goſpel-ſcheme as faulty or defec- 
tive—not adapted to the nature, or adequate to the ex- 
igencies of man, or not ſupported by competent evi- 
dence ; let him produce one that is better—more agree- 
kind, able to the divine character more ſuitable to human 
e in a wants —and attended with more deciſive proofs of its 


ended divinity. 


ick. 
95 Tux goſpel has come to men with the words of eter- 
a i | | 
: VB nal life : They whoforſake it, and call others to follow 
| the them, ſhould firſt confider whither they will go, and 
For where they will ſtop. To ſet men afloat, without di- 
and recting them to a ſhore—to undermine their preſent 
ſanding without leading them to ſafer ground, is un- 
| for 2 
* kind and den. 
A 


Ira any pretend, that there is a better religion than 
the goſpel teaches, let them produce it and ſubmit it to 
a compariſon. Let them come forward with their more 
perfect ſcheme—with ſomething that will render men 
more virtuous and happy — ſociety more peaceable and 
ſecure—government more eaſy and efficacious—futuri- 
ty more bright and glorious. Until they can do this, 
and this none ever have done, let them, at leaſt, be con- 
tent that the goſpel mould do al the good it can. Or, 
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4. Ir they pretend the goſpel is merely a human con 
trivance; let them not oppoſe it by looſe declamation 
or unconyiacing- ridicule ; but bring forth ſome ſtron 
and cogent reaſons to diſprove its divinity, 


Lr them make it appear, to the conviction of a ra- 
tional mind, that there never was ſuch a perſon as the 
one deſcribed in the New Teſtament, under .the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt; or, if there was one called by that 
name, that he never taught the doctrines, or performed 
the works aſcribed to him ; that there were no ſuch 
ſtrapge circumſtances attending his death, and no ſuch 
clear teſtimonies of his ſpeedy reſurrection as have been 
pretended— that there never were ſuch men as we call 
the apoſtles and diſciples of Jeſus ; men who went. about 
teaching & working miracles in his name, & whoſuffered 
the loſs offall things ia ſupport of his cauſe ; but that the 
whole ſtory, which we have in the New Teſtament, is a 
groſs forgery—an artful igment and device. Let them not 
think that, in ſo important a caſe, their bare aſſertions 
will be ſufficient to confront all the poſitive evidence in 
favour of the goſpel. Let them bring forth ſtrong rea- 
ſons. Let them ſhew us, hen this forgery of the goſ- 
pel was contrived, and by what means it ſo ſtrangely 
ſucceeded. Let them ſhew, when it was detected and 


expoſed; who were the men that made the diſcovery, | 


and what was the evidence which convinced them of 
the fraud. Let them produce a number of hiſtorjans, 
living in the time and place of the tranfactior, and ac- 
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tually concerned in it, who have given an account of | 
the detection, Let them make it appear that theſe hiſ- 
torians were honeſt, undefigning men, who ſacriſiced 
all their worldly intereſts and proſpects in ſupport of 
their narrative. Let them bring proof, that the biſtory 
of this important diſcoyery was publiſhed immediately, 
when the affair was freſh in the minds of all men ; bas 
been renewed in every age ſince; is handed down to the 
preſent time, and has never been confuted by any, or 
doubted by thoſe who have examined it. Until infidels 
can do this, they have nothing to put in balance agaivil 
the external evidence, which accompanies the goſpel. 


Nornrxc of this kind has ever appeared, and we are 
ſure, that nothing like it exiſts, If it did exiſt, the 
enemies. of the goſpel would long ago have produced it 
in ſupport of their cauſe, And if there is no hiſtorical 
evidence which can be produced to invalidate that which 


often has been exhibited in defence of the goſpel, the 
latter muſt ſtand firm and unmoved. | 


We proceed, as was propoſed, | 
III. To make ſome obſervations npon the manner 
in which infidels oppoſe the goſpel, and upon the weak- 
neſs of the reaſons which they alledge for the rejeftion 
of it, 
THey will not meet revelation on ſair ground; but 
rather play around its outworks. They will not enter 
into the merits of its cauſe, or reſt the ĩſſue of it on that 
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Kind and degree of evidence, which is judged competent 
in all other cauſes; but rejecting the idea of a revela. 
tion as abſurd, and all evidence in its favour as inſuf. 
ficient, they employ mifrepreſentation, wit and ſatire to 
render the ſcriptures ridiculous. "They will not take 
them in a collected view, as exhibiting a. ſcheme of 
goArinal and practical religion ; but, ſelecting particu- 
lar paſſages, expreſſions or circumſtances, they give 


theſe a ludicrous turn, and thus endeayor to diſcredit 
the whole. 


Tu manner in which the enemies of revelation have 
made their attacks upon it, indicates their conſciouſneſs 
of its ſuperior ſtrength. If reaſon could have ſtood a- 
gainſt it, this alone would have been brought to the 
charge, and ſuch contemptible auxiliaries as ridicule 
and lam poon would ha ve been diſmiſſed from the ſervice, 


As a fpectmen of the manner in which inſidels oppoſe 
vevelation, we will ſtate, aud anſwer ſome of their prin- 
cipal object ion. 

1. Sour complain, that there are o>/curittes in ſerip- 
ture. And what if there are ?—ls it ſtrange that a 
book, written ſo many ages ago, ſhould contain ſome 
things hard to be underſtood? Prophecies are, in their 


nature, obſcure, until they are elucidated by the events. 


There are, in ſcripture, ſome allufions to cuſtoms an- 
ciently exiſting, but now obſolete—henee certain paſſa- 
ges may be dark to a modern reader. But, then, there 
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is no duty or doctrine of ſeriptute, which is left doubt- 
ful; for nothing important is made to depend on a ſingle 
paſſage. If one text cannot be underſtood, there are 
fill enough which may; and the do cine or duty hidden 
in the dark paſſage, is fully diſcovered in a hundred 
plain ones. Thus the wiſe Author of this ſacred book 
has cife&ually guarded againſt any real danger from 
thoſe accidental obſcurities, which might take place in 


a courſe of ages. If in reading the ſtatute book of the 
ſtate, you ſhould find a certain law, or the preamble toa 


particular act, ſo obſcure, that you were in doubt of its 
true meaning, would you thence conclude, that the 
whole book was a forgery, and that it never paſſed the 
anthority of the ſtate ? This would be as reaſonable, as 


to reject the bible, becauſe you now and then meet with 
a dark text. 1 F =o 


: 


2. Tn infidel alledges, that the miracles and wonders 
related in ſcripture are incredible, and that no evidence 
can render them otherwiſe. —By why are they incredi- 
ble ? If there is a God, certainly his. power is equal to 
all the works aſcribed to it. It 1s as eaſy to. reanimate 
a dead man, as to create a living man—as eaſy to re- 
ſtare a withered limb, as to make a new one —as eaſy 
to quiet a ſtorm, as to raiſe one — as eaſy to increaſe a 
few ſmall loaves of bread into a competency for thou- 
ſands of people, as to multiply your ſeed into a plenti- 
ful harveſt—as eaſy to check the progreſs of the ſun 
and moon, as to put them in motion. Ia reference to 
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the divide power, there i is nothing difficult, and nothing 
incredible in any of the miracles of ſcripture. The 
enly queſtion is, whether there 1s any reaſon, why the 
Deity ſhould thus deviate from the ordinary courſe of 
his operations. If there is ſuch a reaſon, then the mi- 
racles are credible. If it is credible that a God of in- 
finite goodneſs ſhould beſtow on his rational creatures a 
revelation of ſome important truths, which otherwiſe 
they could not learn, then it is credible,.that he would 
give them ſome kind of evidence to ſatisfy them of the 


divine authority of this revelation. And what evi- 


dence could be more ſolemn and decifive in ſuch a caſe, 
than miracles wrought by thoſe who were charged with 
the publication of it? The importance and benevolence 
of the occaſion render the miracles reaſonable, and the 
power and wiſdom of God render them practicable. It 
is therefore highly credible that miracles may be 
wrought, and hiſtorical teſtimony makes it morally 
certain, that they have been wrought. 


3. THE oppoſers of the goſpel aſk ; if ſuch extraor- 
dinary works have been done, why have they not been 
related by profane hiſtorians, ſo called? Why muſt we 
depend, for cur information, on chriſtian writers, who 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be intereſted and prejudiced per- 
ſons ?—An idle queſtion this—as if a relater of facts, 
in order to his being believed, muſt himſelf diſbelieve 
the facts, or the neceſſary conſequences of the facts, 
which he relates. Here are a number of hiſtorians, who 
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relate theſe wonderful works. They believed theſe 
works were really done in the manner which they have 
narrated. They conſequently believed that the religion 
thereby atteſted was divine. But muſt theſe hiſtorians 
be diſcarded, becauſe they believed their own narration 
of facts, or becauſe they felt the evidence ariſing from 
theſe facts? Is this an eſtabliſhed rule in examining the 
credibility of other hiſtories, to reject all thoſe as falſe, 
which the writers believed to be true? 


Bor the truth is, there are profane hiſtorians, who 
mention many of the extraordinary things related in 
ſeripture; and if their teſtimony is of any advantage, 
this advantage we have. | 


A PARTICULAR objection has been raiſed againſt the 
Old Teſtament from the filence of profane hiſtorians 
concerning the changes in the heavenly bodies, in the 
time of Joſhua, and afterward in the reigu of Hezeki- 
ah, as they are related in the books of Joſhua and 
the Kings. Theſe new appearances in the heavers, it 
is ſaid, had they been real, muſt have been ſo conſpicu- 
ous as to be generally obſerved, and ſo ſingular as to be 


abundantly recorded. 


Bur it ſhould be remembered, that there are no pro- 
fane hiftories extant, which were written ſo carly as the 
time of Joſhua; and however obſeryable the phenome - 
non of the ſan's ſtanding ſtill might be, no authentic, 
| C 
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cotemporary record of it, but the ſcriptural one, could 
come down to us. The retroceſiion of the ſun in the 
time of Hezekiah is related not only in the ſecond book 
of Kings, but alſo in the book of Iſaiah, who profeſſes 
to have been a witneſs of it. It was noticed in Baby- 
lon, ſo that the king ſent meſſengers to Hezekiah to ob. 
tain a more particular account of it. Beſides; as 
Biſhop Patrick in his commentary remarks, Herodotus, 
one of the oldeſt profane hiſtorians, whoſe works are 
now extant, and who travelled into Syria and Egypt & 
other parts to colle& materials for his hiſtory, men- 


tions a tradition in Egypt concerning ſome extraordi- 
nary motions of the ſun, which had formerly been ob- 


ſerved in that country; but which produced no laſting 
alteration in the earth, or the river, or in any thing 
elſe. This tradition may be ſuppoſed to refer to the 
appearances related in ſcripture. 


a. DE1STICAL writers have charged the ſcripture 
with containing many plain inconſiſtencies and contra- 
dictions, and thence have inferred the doubtful autho- 
rity of the whole. 


I Know of no literal inconſiſtences in ſcripture, of 
any conſequence, but what may be, and have been ra- 
tionally explained and reconciled, Thoſe which are 


pretended lie chiefly in the hiſtorical and chron Sögel q 


parts of ſcripture, ſo that, if they were real, no doc- 


irine or precept is affected by them. If in a book. 
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written ſo many ages ago, and ſo often tranſcribed, 
ſome ſmall inaccuracies have happened, it is not ſtrange. 
The ſmall flips and miſtakes of tranſcribers have never 


been thought to invalidate the authenticity of other 
books : Why ſhould they of this ? 


Ir is pretended that the evangeliſts diſagree in the 
accounts which they give of Chriſt's reſurrection; and 
this is an important article. | 


Bur chriſtian writers have made it appear, to the ſa- 
tisfaction of candid minds, that theſe diſagreements are 
only relations of different circumſtances of the event, 
which were omitted by one evangeliſt, and noticed by 
another. The differences, if they were real, do not at 
all affect the ſubſtance of the narrative. And if it were 
conceded, that the hiſtorians, writing from their own 
recollection, and from the information of ſpectators, re- 
lated ſome immaterial circumſtances differently, the cre- 
dibility of the hiſtory would not be thereby invalidated. 
The Engliſh hiftorians, in their accounts of the execu- 
tion.of Charles I, place the time of his death at different 
hours of the day. But does any man, for this differ- 
ence, throw by the whole book, or- thence conclude, that 
there never was ſuch a king in England as Charles I; 
or, if there was, that he died like other kings, and not 
on a ſcaffold ? Yet ſuch a concluſion would be as 
juſt, as a concluſion againſt the chriſtian hiſtory from 
lach circumſtantial varieties. It is not conceded, that 
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there are any inconfiſtences in the narratives of the e- 
vangeliſts ; but, I ſay, admitting there were ſuch, it is 
unreaſonable thence to infer, that the ban. of the 
narrative is falſe. 


5. To weaken the credit of the goſpel, and ſubvert 
the faith of chriſtians, it has been ſaid, {that * the book 
called the New Teſtament never exiſted, until more 


than three hundred years after the time, when Chriſt is 
ſaid to have lived.“ 


Bor this is a groſs miſrepreſentation. Doctor Mo- 
ſneim, a learned eccleſiaſtical hiſtorian, ſpeaks of it as a 
fact well ænotuun, that before the middle of the ſecond 
century,” i. e. in leſs than fifty years after the apoſto. 
lic age, * the greateſt part of the books of the New Teſ- 
tameat were read in every chriſtian ſociety throughout 
the world, and received as a divine rule of faith and 
manners.“ Hence it appears, ſays. he, that theſe 
ſacred writings were carefuly ſeparated from ſeveral 
human compoſitions on the ſame ſubjeR, either by ſome 
of the apoſtles themſelves, or by their diſciples & ſuc- 
ceſſors, who were ſpread abroad thro? all nations.“ He 
adds, from Euſebius an early hiſtorian, * We are aſſur- 
ed that the four goſpels were collected during the life of 
St. John, and that the three ſirſt received his approba- 
tion. And he ſuppoſes that the other books of the New 
Teſtament were gathered together at the ſame time.” 


Maxr of theſe books were directed to particular church- 
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es, and carried to them by meſſengers ſent for the pur- 
poſe. Thoſe churches, when they gave out copies, 
would carefully preſerve the originals. Paul, to pre- 
vent impoſition, ſubjoined to his letters a form of bene- 
dition in his own hand- writing, which was the token 
in every letter.“ Equal care was doubtleſs taken to 
prove the genuinencſs of the other ſacred writings. 
He orders ſome of his epiſtles to be read in the churches, 


and we may hence conclude, that the ſame uſe was made 


of all the reſt, Peter in his ſecond epiſtle, written to 
chriſtians in general,. ſpeaks of all the epiſtles of Paul 
as well known to them. Paul himſelf alludes to, and 
quotes a paſſage from Luke's goſpel. Juſtin, who 
wrote but abWt forty years after the times of the apoſ- 
tles, not only quotes paſſages from all the four goſpels, 
but ſays, * A portion of them was read every ſunday in 
the publick aſſemblies of chriſtians.” And we meet 
with quotations from almoſt all the books of the New 
Teſtament, in all the early chriſtian writers. It is cer - 
tain therefore that theſe books exiſted, and were held in 
ſacred eſtimat ion, as early as we have any accounts re- 
lative to the ſubject. | 18845 


Tux authority of the greater part of theſe books 
was known ſo univerſally, that it never was queſtioned, 


CoNnCERNING the epiſtle to the Hebrews, that of James, 
the ſecond of Peter, the ſecond and third of John, that of 
Jude, and the revelation, ſome doubts atoſe; but, on 


examination, they were removed, and the books were 
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admitted into the canon, But the exiſtence of this ter. 
porary heſitancy is a preſumptive evidence in favour of 
theſe and all the other books in the canon, as it ſhews 
that the early chriftians acted and judged in this impor. 
tant matter, not with a raſh credulity, but witha delibe. 
rate caution. 

6. Sou have ſaid, that theſe books, whatever they 
might once be, cannot now be depended on, for probably, 
in this long tract of time, they have been eſſentially 
corrupted. 

Bur do we, on the ſame ſuppoſition, diſcard all ancient 
books? Do we give credit to none but modern authors? 
We may doubtleſs place more e the purity 
of theſe, than of any other ancient writings; for ſurely, 
if God has given us a revelation, he will preſerve it from 
eſſential corruption. And, indeed, we can ſcarcely 
imagine ſuch a corruption to have been poſſible, For 
theſe books were publickly read in the churches, and 
copies of them were ſoon multiplied. Errors in tranſ- 
cribing would often happen ; but, on a collation of co- 
ples, might be corrected. Among the early chriſtians, 
there were ſectaries, whoſe diſtinguiſhing tenets were 
warmly controverted ; but none of them were ever ac- 


cuſed of . corrupting the ſacred text to carry a favorite 


point. Had any thing of this kind been attempted by 
one party, the oppoſing party would, at once, have ob- 
ſerved and expoſed the fraud. Such a fraud could not 
have ſucceeded ; for no man could poſſeſs himſelf of all 
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the exiſting copies; and to have corrupted one or two 
only would have anſwered no purpoſe. It ſhould far- 
ther be conſidered, that the ſeriptures are not written in 
a ſyſtematical form, as a philoſopher or logician would 
have written them, bur in that free, eaſy and popular 
manner, which beſt conveys inſtruction to common capa- 
cities, Hence the great doctrines and precepts of reli- 
gion, iuſtead of being confined. to particular places, are 
ſcattered every where, throꝰ the whole book, & wrought 
into almoſt every page. Therefore a deſigning corrup- 
ter, in order to accompliſh any purpoſe, muſt tranſ- 
cribe the ſubſtance, & alter the contexture of the whole 
book. A few local alterations would avail nothing; 
for the doctrine expunged in one place, would Rill ap- 
pear in a hundred others; and an error inſerted here or 
there, would be condemned every where elſe. And a 


general corruption of the book would at once betray it- 
ſelf, and thus defeat its own defign. The 1dea there- 


fore of an eſſential change made, either by accident or 


deſign, in this holy book, is too illiberal for any candid 
deiſt to ſuggeſt, and too abſurd for any confiderate chriſ- 
tian to admit. 


Tux inſtances adduced are ſufficient to ſhew, what 
kind of reaſons infidels bring forth to diſcredit the cauſe 
of revelation, and ſupport their own. Whether theſe 
are. /frong reaſons, let common ſenſe decide. 


And now let our hearts rejoice | in the revelation 


which God has on us, and 7 in the convincing evidence 
which attends it. 
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Lr us adore the goodneſs of God, that our educa. 
tion has been ſo favorable to our religious intereſts; 
and beware that we abuſe not his goodneſs to the increaſe 
of our preſent guilt and future puniſhment. 


Ir any have been thrown into doubts concerning the 
authority of the goſpel, let them examine it with an o- 
pen and honeſt mind. Your education in favour of 
chriſtianity is not, in itſelf, a fufficient ground of faith: 
But fee that you renounce not your early faith without 
ſtrong reaſons. For it is, at leaſt, as neceſſary that the 
infidel ſhould have a reaſon for unbelief, as that a chriſ- 
tian ſhould have a reaſon for his hope. 


Lr not your faith be ſhocked by thoſe writings which 
treat the ſcriptures with ridicule. The ſubje& is in its 
nature ſerious It demands to be treated with gravity 
It ſpurns drollery and humour. An author, who 
attempts to banter chriſtians out of their faith; inſtead 
of enlightening them into the truth-—who endeavors to 
ridicule them out of all religion, inſtead of ſhewing them 
a more excellent way than they have found, is not wor- 
thy of attention. He writes with a wicked deſign. 
And they who circulate and ſpread - 5 writings, are 
partakers of his evil deeds. 


You ſee the importance of a chriſtian profeſſion, 
The goſpel has always had its enemies; and, in the pre- 


ſent day, they are more numerous and arrogant than 


uſual. If theſe are bold in their oppoſition to it, let its 
friends be as bold in their defence of it. You who be- 


cauſe by their party oppofitions. 


1 3 


lieve it to be divine, come forward; openly declare your 
faith ; ſhew that you are not aſhamed of your religion ; 
contribute your influence to its ſupport in this evil day. 
In ſuch a time neutrality is oppoſition to truth; and he 


| who declines to confeſs Chriſt's name takes part with 


He who is not for us, is againſt us. 


Yx who are proteſſors of Chriſt's goſpel, hold "Tal 
the profeſſion of your faith without wavering : Confider 


his enemies : 


one another to provoke unto love and good works, not 


forfaking the aſſembling of yourſelves together, but ex2 
horting one another; and ſo much the more, as ye ſee 
the day approaching. | 12. 


AmoNG chriſtians there are different ſes, whil 
too often, with an indiſcreet zeal, weaken the common | 
It were better, that 
they would wave theic ſmaller differences, and unite in 
promoting that great intereſt 1 in Which they all are e- | 
qually concerned, 


YE who name the name of Chriſt, 1 from 3 
Take heed. 
that your good be not evil ſpoken of. Provide things 
doneſt . in the ſight of all men, and by well doing putty. 
lence the malice of the wicked, and the ignorance of. 
the fooliſh. A practical defence of the goſpel is the beſt; 
If you would c6nvittee mankind, that your religion- is 
better than any other, or better than none at all ** ſeg 
that you live better tlian the profeſſors of any other, at 
leaſt, better than they who pretend to have none, + © 


ty, and bgcareful to maintain good works. 


[# 
5 
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> Go 
Ix you value the goſpel as a revelation from God, do 


nothing to. weaken, but all you can to ſtrengthen its in- 


fluence. By no means encourage the young, or un- 
principled to read books of licentious tendency—books 
written with a deſign, not to inform the mind, but cor. 
rupt the manners—not to lead men into the knowledge 
of important truths, but to ſhake their faith in the 
troths which they have been taught. | 


Tov will ſay, Free iuquiry is to be commended. It 
really is fo : But licentiouſneſs is to be avoided. And 
if chriſtianity may be true, and is undeniably good, 
then they who have no leiſure or ability for a full en- 
quiry into its evidences by reading on both fides, ought 
not to be caſt into doubt and perplexity by reading only 
on the ſide of infidelity, Keep i in mind what has. been 
obſerved, that a goſpel faith and practice are, at any 
rate, ſafe. The contrary may be fatal. None therefore 
fhonld be encouraged to read books written in oppoſition 
to it, but ſuch as can and will read ay y written in its 


Tefence. 7 
13) . 49 ; » 
Ix the queſtion was only between ehrt ae als 


another religion, pretending to be divine, there would 
be a reaſon for reading on both ſides; for an honeſt man 
would wiſh to know, which of the two had the beſt 
claim to his faith. But the queſtibn, as it now ſtands, 


is between chriſlianity, end no religion. And ſinee it is 


ſafe to act on the belief, and may be fatal to act on the 
diſbelief of this religion, there is not the ſame reafon, as 
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ce 


this partiality may be fatal to him xe way read on the 


which you profeſs to gondemn; and = indulge It a . 


el the goſpel. The deſtruction of the papal poer is 
plainly foretold i in ſcripture ; affd the 1 time of its end i 18 


* 


* 4 * * i 
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in many other caſes, for reading on both fides, IE von | 
ſhock the faith of the chriſtian, you put him in hazard, 
without the poſſibility of doing him any good—Y ou, © 
may thus make him a worſe man; there is no chance 
that you will make him Petter — Nga. thus may deſtroy 
his ſoul; but it is certain you will not ſave it. wo you 
attend to the obvious difference between the queſtlon con- 
cerning the truth of the goſpel, and moſt Wer pong 
controverted among men, you will eafify ſee the *abſur- 


1 reading, and encouraging others to read licentions, 
books, on pretence that men are bound to examind both * 
ſides of a queſtion. A man never oug! to read on the 


licentious, unleſs he reads alſo on the religious fide ; for 


* 


ſide of religion, without reading anything againſt it; 
for this is is lafe—he, runs no riſk, 8 


Ir "Ri you plaaqh for 1 m in is caſe, then 
be im partial —at leaſt do juſtice to religion. If you read 
any thing in oppoſition ta it, read the inſwer.. If you 
put into your neighbour's band a book writtep to ſub» © 


yert religion, furniſh bim alſo with a rational vikdicatis © 
PO & 
on of it: Elſe y vou, are guilty of the very partialiy 


the more dangerous dae. hoy, »# © as 
i. * „ 
. the preſent day, new evidences are rifing in favour 


certainly drawiog near, —how- near it is, we pretend 


* 


+ # 
not "to-ſay—lt is alſo foretold that ſome of thoſe'nations 
' which had been the principal 8 of that power, 
Fowld turn their arms againſt 1 it and Raſten 1 its down- 
fall. Arena theſe predictions tending,” in this day, to 
heir accompliſh met. France which, for a long time, 
has bee of the chief defenders of the pagey, has 
now direcked fer force againſt the pontiff, and has re- 
duced him to. agþumiliation, From which probably he | 
never will be fully recovered, And, What is. peculiarly 
remar able, the great. prevalence of infidelity, at His 

hen the evidences,of- truth. areghſplayed with 
new and ipcredhig light, 1s moſt exprelsly | foretold; | 
| "When the vials of, . wrath. : are poured." upon the | 


time, 
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for anni; And what is the conſeddence , ? Th 
bh me hs ane 'of God and re pen not of] their 
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\ 1 ölen) Phobia « continue to make progreſs. in 1 


; Favobred s cquntry, we may be all ared, that the vials 
Gad with * will difcharge their arcMfal contents heres? 
3 ab welk elfe where. Let us then be vahiaft fot "rig J 
h e ane vp. for God Selben doers. n. is 
=O: work bone Lord, hebemen wake void hin 
Jaw." Let us repent and give 100; ; to Toagghat, 16 
may avettthis anger from WE: lands; - orgs gat N wy 
ſave out own ſouls. . | * 122/44 
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